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claims 



elec ion 



ani 



of the 



17, 



th >se 



Claims 1 and 3-37 are all the 

Applicants again affirm the 
Claims 26-32, 36, and 37 (Species II 
being directed to non-elected species 

Independent claim 1 is amendec 
correspondingly canceled without prejup 
25, 32, 33, and 34 have been amended 
claim objections. Independent claims 
features that are somewhat similar to 

It is noted that the claim 
the invention, and not for distinguishing ; 
for any statutory requirements of paten 
amendment to any claim herein should 
an equivalent of any element or feature 

Claims 2, 3-7, 14, 18, and 25 
claims 1-16, 18, and 24 stand rejected 

Claims 1-25 and 33-35 stand rej 
Boyce et al., Special Edition Using 



i amendi dents 



(hereinafter "Boyce"). 

These rejections are respectfully 
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REMARKS 
presently pending in the application, 
of claims 1-25 and 33-35 (Species I) for proseAition. 
HI, respectively) are withdrawn from considerati(|n as 
invention. 

to incorporate the features of claim 2, which is 
ice or disclaimer. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9-17, 19, 20, 2 2, 24, 
ijaerely to make editorial changes, thereby obviating the 
, 19, 33, and 34 also are amended to incorporate 
recited in claim 2. 

are made only for more particularly pointing |>ut 
the invention over the prior art, narrowing the clai|ns or 
thbility. Further, Applicants specifically state that ij> 
3e construed as a disclaimer of any interest in or rijjhtt to 
of the amended claim, 
steind rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, fend 
Under 35 U.S,C. § 112, second paragraph, 
scted under U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated b] 

Office 97. pages 185-199 and 1017-1031, ©H997 



Mic rosoft < 



traversed in the following discussion. 
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PACE 1 6/29 'RCVD AT 3/1 9/2004 7 :33:13 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * S VR:U8PT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS: 8729305 * CSID: 703761 2375* DURATI N (mm-ss): 10-44 



McGinn&Gibb.PLLC 



16 



*05/19/^004 19:32 FAX 7037612375 

Serial No. 09/497,800 
Docket No. YOR920000202US1 
(YOR-094) 

I. THE CLAIMED INVENTIOP I 

The claimed invention is directe i to a method of reconciling component variables \fith 
container variables in a document. 

In an illustrative, non-limiting embodiment as defined by independent claim 1, a mJthod 
of reconciling component variables witl 1 container variables in a document, includes identi ying 
component variables in a component, ft r each of the component variables, determining i 



a container variable in the container tha refers to a same domain concent , if an identificatk n is 



determined, associating the component 



variable in the component with the container variab e in 



the container, and identifying a link exp ression of the component variable, and determining 



whether the link expression can be idem ified with an element in a domain model of the 



document. 

Another exemplary embodiment > 
of automatically reconciling component 



displaying a component variable next to 



document, identifying an association 
domain model, and matching the element 



tent, ; 



In another exemplary embodirn 
reconciling component variables with container 
model includes a container including a 
plurality of component variables in the 
variables in the container, with component variables in the component 



if t tere 



as defined by independent claim 17, relates to a nfcthod 
variables with container variables in a document. 



In another exemplary embodiment, as defined by independent claim 18, a method 
interactively reconciling component var ables with container variables in a document, 



inch ies 



a representation of an element in a domain model 



be ween 



the component variable and the element in 
of the domain model interactively bv a user . 



,fo 



as defined by independent claim 19, a system 
variables in a document relative to a domai 1 
dlurality of container variables, a component having 
c ocument, and a reconciler for mapping container 



©017 



is 



fthe 



tt 5 
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In another exemplary embodiment, 
reconciling component variables with ccfntainer 
identifying component variables in a component, 
component variables, if there is a container 



deltermined, for associating the component variable iijthe 
the containe r, means for identifying a link expresflton 



concept, means, if an identification is 
component with the container variable i& 

of said component variable, and means for determin ing wheth er the link e xpression can be 



identified with an element in a domain riodel of the document. 



In another exemplary embodiment 
medium tangibly embodying a program 
processing apparatus to perform a method 
variables in a document that is somewhit 

In another exemplary embodiment 
medium tangibly embodying a program 
processing apparatus to perform a method 
container variables in a document that i$ 
above, including displaying a component 



domain model of the document 

In conventional document assen^l 
typically based on fixed criteria which 
a particular clause may be reused throughout 
larger assembly of document components 
assembly". There must be links between 
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as defined by independent claim 33, a system foi 
variables in a document includes means for 



means for determining, for each of the 
variable in the container that refers to a same dcfrnain 



as defined by independent claim 34, a signal-be|ring 
of machine readable instructions executable by a djgital 
of reconciling component variables w ith contain 
similar to the independent claims set forth above. 
, as defined by independent claim 35, a signal 
of machine readable instructions executable by a d 
of interactively reconciling component variables 



somewhat similar to the independent claims ment aned 
variable next to a representation of an element in i 



bly systems, importation of document components is 
presents problems for complex documents. For exa nple, 
a document, and it may be integrated within i 
which is referred to as a "container" or "contain* r 
the container assembly and the document compo ent 



@018 



be|ring 
gital 
with 
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being imported during document asseml >ly, and both items may contain variables which nu y 



refer to the same domain concepts (e.g., 
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, see specification at page 3, line 20 to page 4, line 5 
However, maintaining consisten ;y between theses variables once the document 
component (source component) has bee: i imported presents problems unless these variables 
representing the same concepts are somehow linked to one another. Hitherto the present 
invention, such a solution has not been ] >rovided and hence these problems have been prev* Lent 
(e.g., see specification at page 4, lines 6 -10). 

Instead, with the conventional sj stems and methods, there are simply container vari ibles 



lie 
of 
<fthe 
on 



and components (e.g., see specification it page 5, lines 9-10). 

In conventional systems, the cor lponent (independent of its content) that structures 
variables together is not independent of the value assignment As a result, no manual linking 
these concepts is provided, and thus the :e is minimal (if any) flexibility and/or reusability 
components since the components are not generally applicable or generic (e.g., see specifk^ti 
at page 6, lines 1-5). 

Further, there may be several di ferent components in the document that all refer to the 
same concepts (e.g., the company's address is repeated in different places throughout the 
document). However, since in convent onal systems the variables in the different compon< nts 
are not linked, if the company's address is changed in one locati on, it will not be updated 



elsewhere. This a serious maintenance 
heavily on component-based drafting (c 
In the claimed invention, on the 



problem that would be fatal to a system that relies 
.g., see specification at page 6, lines 6-12). 
other hand, there are three concepts which are 



considered, including the position in th s document where the component goes, the compor ent 



itself that plugs in and out of the positk n in the document, and the particular domain modt 



a 
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: compc nent 



information which plugs into the 
invention allows a manual linking of thise 
greater reusability of the components 
(e.g., see specification at page 9, lines 

Thus, with the unique and unobfious 
reduce its database requirements, increase 



because 



11 



document component, the document 
reusability (e.g., more generically reusable) 
leverage loose coupling of the domain 
invention allows reconciliation to be 
at page 9, line 19, to page 10, line 3). 



component can be applied more generically to increas 
. The user also can determine the linkages and 
ljnowledge and document knowledge. Further, the 

interactively by the user (e.g., see specificJti 



pe formed i 



, ani 



tiat 



II. THE 35 U.S.C. §1 12 REJECTIONS 

A. Claims 2, 3-7, 14, 18 ; 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the 

Applicants respectfully submit 
use the claimed invention, as defined by 
component variables with container variables 
thorough reading of the specification w 
traverses this rejection. 
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The novel and unobvious reconciler of the cl rimed 
concepts, thereby allowing greater flexibility an i 
the components are more generally applicab 5 

18). 

features of the claimed invention, the user car 
flexibility and reusability in that, for any given 



25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first 
enablement requirement. 

the ordinary skilled artisan could certainly mato and 
claims 2, 3-7, 14, 18, and 25, of a method of recoi|ciling 

in a document, and a system thereof, after a 
th reference to the drawings, and therefore, respectfully 



@}02 



its 



ion 
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The Examiner states that "[t]he c 
in the specification in such a way as to 
which it is most nearly connected, to 
9). Applicants respectfully disagree. 



aim(s) contain subject matter which was not descri >ed 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or v ith 
and/or use the invention" (see Office Action at i ige 



mace 



case 



Applicants note that, as ample 
of ordinary skill in the art could practice 
invention), without undue experimentati on, 



describ &s : 



Applicants respectfully submit 
Examiner. That is, the Examiner has 
skill in the art could not perform the 

The specification clearly 
artisan to make and use the invention, 
variables according to the claimed i 
line 10). 

In view of the specific examples 
respectfully submit that the ordinarily 
invention of a method of reconciling 
document, and a system thereof, after a 
the drawings. Tr> other words, one of oi 
the invention, without undue 



net 



clamed 



: expenmei itation . 



statement in a supporting disclosure i 
evidence or reasoning which is i 
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law has held, the test for enablement is whether 
(e.g., make and use) the invention (e.g., the claime 1 



>ne 



titat a prima facie case has not been established by tl e 
established the specific reasons why one of ordini ry 

method, without undue experimentation . 
, with sufficient detail to enable the ordinarily sklled 
exemplary process of identifying variables and Hi 

(e.g., see specification at page 12, line 1, to pqge 17, 



invel Ltion 



in the original disclosure and the drawings, Applic ants 
sjcilled artisan could certainly make and use the clanked 
component variables with container variables in a 
thorough reading of the specification with referenc i 
ijdinarv skill in the art could practice (e.g., make anc 



It is incumbent on the Examine] to explain whv it doubts the truth or accuracy of ai y 



an i to back up assertions of its own with acceptable 



inconsi stent with the contested statement (e.g., see M.P.E. 



@021 



to 

use) 



■§ 
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2164.04; see also In re Marzocchi. 169 
should identify what information is 
skilled artisan to perform the identifyinj 
of claim 1) and why one skilled in the 
undue experimentation (e.g., see M.P. 

Applicants respectfully submit 
requirements for establishing a prima fc 

In view of the foregoing, the 
withdraw this rejection. 



missing 



art 



JSPQ 367, 370 (CCPA 1971)). Moreover, the Ex^mner 

(e.g., that which would not allow the ordinaril; 
:, determining, associating, identifying, and determ ning 
could not supply the missing information withou 
. §2164.04 and §2164.06(a)). 
mere conclusory statements do not meet the ba^c 
case of lack of enablement. 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and 



EP 



tiat 



x cie 



B. Claims 1-16, 18, and 24 

The claims are amended herewith 
invention, thereby overcoming the rejection 
paragraph. 

However, with respect to claim 
"variable" are clearly defined in the specification 
interpreted in light of the specification ( 
20 to page 4, line 5). No additional limitations 

For at least the foregoing reasonk 
and 24 are clear and definite, and therefpre 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second] paragraph 
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stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second parag aph- 
to define more clearly the features of the present 
of these claims under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 

, Applicants respectfully submit that the "element' and 

and that these terms properly should be 
.g., see specification at page 2, lines 17-20, page 3| line 

should be imported into the specification. 
Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1-16, 1 8, 
respectfully request that the Examiner withdrair the 



@022 



PAGE 22129 * RCVD AT 5/19/2004 7:33:13 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRP-1/1 * DNIS:8729308 * CSID: 70376 12375 * DURATION <mm-ss):10-44 



05/19/2004 19:35 FAX 7037612375 



Serial No. 09/497,800 22 
Docket No. YOR920000202US1 
(YOR.094) 



IH. THE PRIOR ART REJECTIONS 

Claims 1-25 and 33-35 stand rejc cted 
Boyce et aL, Special Edition Using Microsoft 



tlLat 



l tie 



com jonent 1 



ele: nent i 



(hereinafter "Boyce")- For at least ^ 
rejection. 

Independent claim 1 is amended 
is correspondingly canceled without pre 

Applicants respectfully submit 
specification, neither discloses nor sugg 
in the context of claim 1, in Boyce there 
associating the component variable in 
identifying a link expression of the 
expression can be identified with an 

For example, the specification 
there were ten different types of addresses 
etc.) for each person in a database (e.g., 
total of forty thousand (40,000) address 
be true of the Boyce reference which 
variable in the component with the 
expression of the component variable, 
identified with an element in a domain 

However, in an exemplary 
claimed associating the component 



f< blowing reasons, Applicants respectfully traverse t is 
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under U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Office 97 , pages 185-199 and 1017-1031, © 



herewith to incorporate the features of claim 2. Cl|im 2 
udice or disclaimer. 

Boyce, like the conventional examples set forth n the 
sts all of the features of the claimed invention. Th^t is, 
is not disclosure or suggestion of the claimed 
component with the container variable in the confainer, 
variable, or determining whether the link 
in a domain model of the document, 
describes that in the conventional systems and methcjds, if 
(e.g., in-line address, signature block address, cc|unty, 
assume four thousand (4,000) persons' addresses), then a 
s would need to be stored in the data base. This wf>uld 
does not have the claimed associating the competent 

variable in the container, identifying a link 
determining whether the link expression can be 
; nodel of the document. 

of the claimed invention which includes th 
in the component with the container variable i t the 



Lalso 



cont ainer 1 



cr i 



emb< diment < 



vari able : 
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an 



have to 



; reconci er 



<n 



container, identifying a link expression 
link expression can be identified with 
thousand (4,000) addresses would 
also would be created, since the 
of the ten (1 0) address components) to 
thousand (4,000) addresses). Moreover 
would not have to be changed but, 
address components and four thousand 
lines 19 to page 23, line 4.) 

In other words, with the unique 
can reduce its database requirements 



inste id 



3f the component variable, or determining whether 
element in a domain model of the document, only 
be entered initially, while ten (10) address comp 
would link the desired address component (e.g., 
address of the user's choice (e.g., one of the four 
if a new format is desired, the original 4,000 addr< 
., a new format merely created (e.g., eleven (11) 
4,000) addresses) (e.g., see specification at page X 



md unobvious features of the claimed invention, th| user 
ile increasing flexibility and reusability since, for Aiy 



wlile 



given document component, the 
increase its reusability (e.g., more geneiji 
linkages and leverage loose coupling 
Further, the invention allows 
specification at page 23, lines 5-1 1). 

Applicants respectfully submit 
set forth in the specification, neither dis< 
invention, or for that matter, the 
combination of elements. 



advantE ges 
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document component can be applied more generically to 
cally reusable). The user also can determine the 
ofjthe domain knowledge and document knowledge, 
reconciliation to be performed interactively by the user (e.g., 



tlat the Boyce reference, like the conventional exan Dies 
loses nor suggests all of the features of the claime< 
derived from such a novel and unobvious 



he 
four 
ments 
one 

sses 



ee 
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For example, independent claim 
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1 recites, inter alia: 



; variables in a component; 
> component variables, detemiining if there is a 
said container that refers to a same domain 



identifying componer|t 

for each of the 
container variable in 
concept; 

if an identification is 
variable in the componenjt 
container; and 

identifying a lin k exp ression of said component variable: and 



ietermined, associating said component 
with said container variable in the 



determining whether 



he link expression can be identified with 



an element in a domain n Lodel of the document (emphasis added). 



• chai iges 



The Examiner alleges that Boyc< ; 
an "error message" ^hen the user 
the selected Access database do not match 
that Boyce "identifies" a "link expressujn' 
Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Applicants respectfully submit 
disclose or suggest "identifying a link 



whether the link expression can be iden 
document " as claimed in claim 1. 

Thus, Boyce clearly does not dii 
invention in as complete detail as recite 
of claim 1 should be withdrawn. 

On the other hand, with respect 
that, by displaying "an error message" 
"merge fields" in the Word document, 



discloses "identifying a link expression" by displs ydng 
the data source and the field names of the recc *ds in 
the u merge fields" in the Word documenf\ and hus, 
, as claimed (see Office Action at page 16). 



tLat: 



not 



merely displaying an error message clearly doe; 
e xpression of said component variable; and determining 



ified with an element in a domain model of the 

close or suggest all of the features of the claimed 
I in independent claim 1, and accordingly, the reje<Jtion 

o independent claim 18, the examiner similarly allfges 
jvhen the field names of the records do not match tile 
1 le Boyce reference discloses the claimed " displayi ig a 
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l representa tion 



component variable next to a 
as recited in claim 1 8. Again, Applicants 
That is, merely displaying an erlior 
"displaying a component variable next tb 



elem< nt 



the document ; identifying an associatioi i 
domain model; and matching said 
claimed in claim 18. 

Thus, Boyce clearly does not 
invention in as complete detail as recite 1 

Therefore, claim 18 is patentable 
similar reasons as those set forth above 
rejection of claim 1 8 should be withdrawn. 

With respect to independent 
discloses nor suggests "automatically" 
in a document, as claimed and describee 

With respect to claim 19, 
suggests "a reconciler that maps contaiifcr 



Bi >yce 



in said component", as claimed. 

The Examiner alleges that the 
Word document is ''mapped" to corresponding 
However, no where does Boyce disclose 
any support for this feature in the Boyce 
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of an element in a domain model of the doe 
respectfully disagree. 

message clearly does not disclose or suggest 
a representation of an element in a domain mode 



aim mf\ 



between the component variable and said elementfin 
of said domain model interactively by a user" as 



',the 



disclose or suggest all of the features of the claimed 
in independent claim 18. 

over Boyce for this reason, as well as for somewhlt 
*dth respect to independent claim 1, and according^ 

; claiin 17, Applicants respectfully submit that Boyce neither 
reconciling component variables with container vari ibles 
in the specification. 
Applicjants respectfully submit that Boyce neither disclose s 
variables in said container, with component v ari 



reference discloses that each "merge field" in he 
fields of each record in the Access data bast , 
or suggest such a feature, nor does the Examiner cf te 
reference. 
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tie 



Thus, Applicants respectfully submit 
recitations of claim 19, and therefore, (th 

Independent claims 33, 34, and ; 
reasons as those set forth above with respect 
for somewhat similar reasons as independent 

Also, with respect to claim 33, 
"means 31 for reconciling component variables 
performed by merging components ofth 
Action at page 24). 

However, the Office Action fail; 
of function necessary for at least the claimed 
associating said component variable in 
container" as claimed and described in 

For the foregoing reasons, Appl 
suggests all of the features of the novel land 
1-25 and 33-35, and therefore, respectfully 
these claims. 



IV. CONCLUSION AND FORM. DUTIES 

The Office Action objects to the 
amended herewith to obviate these obje 
the Examiner withdraw the objections 
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E :>yce 



that Boyce does not disclose or suggest all of pe 
rejection of this claim should be withdrawn. 
5 are patentable over Boyce for somewhat similar 
to claim 1 . Claim 35 also is patentable over 
claim 18. 

Examiner alleges that Boyce discloses "the samt 
with container variable in that the method L 
e Access database with the Word document (see ( 



to identify any structure, equivalents thereof, or ic entity 

"means, if an identification is determined, foi 
aid component with said container variable in the 
he specification. 

cants respectfully submit that Boyce neither disclose nor 
unobvious combination of elements recited in Ilaims 
requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of 



specification for numerous reasons. The specifics ion is 
ctions. Therefore, Applicants respectftdly request Jhat 
the specification. 



to 



ffice 
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ren ove 



snd 



The Office Action also objects U » 
17. The specification is amended to 
reference numeral 1 1, Applicants submi t 
drawings, for example, in Figures 1, 3, £ 
request that the Examiner withdraw the 

The Office Action further object^ 
obviate these objections. 

However, with respect to claims 
Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Claim 1 recites, inter alia, a "j 
variables in a document", while claim 1 
reconciling component variables with 

Applicants respectfully submit 
and accordingly, that the scope of these 

Thus, claims 1 and 17 clearly 
respectfully request t hat the Examiner 



the drawings as not showing reference numerals 111 and 

reference numeral 17. However, with respect 
that reference numeral 1 1 is clearly shown in the 

4. For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully 
irawing objections, 
to the claims. The claims are amended herewith 1 d 



ars 
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1 and 17 allegedly being duplicates of each other, 

method of reconciling component variables with cont iner 
7 recites, inter alia, a "method of automatically 
container variables in a document", 
that the language of claims 1 and 17 clearly is diff eAnt 
claims clearly is different . 



not duplicative of each other and Applicants 
\iithdraw the objection of claims 1 and 17. 



For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withd^w 
the objections to the claims. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant 
presently pending in the application, ar< \ 
condition for allowance. The Examine) 
issue at the earliest possible time. 



submits that claims 1-25 and 33-35, all the clai is 
patentably distinct over the prior art of record and 
is respectfully requested to pass the above appli 
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Should the Examiner find the application 
Examiner is requested to contact the unqersigned 
discuss any other changes deemed necessary 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized 
overpayment in fees to Assignee's Depofcit 



Date: /fcy 200*1 



McGinn & Gibb, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, VA 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



I certify that I transmitted via 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 1 1 to Examiner W; 
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to be other than in condition for allowanct 
at the local telephone number listed belov 
in a telephonic or personal interview. 

to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit 
Account No. 50-0510. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Johi^r. Dresth 
Registration No. 46,672 



Sean M. McGinn 
Registration No. 34,386 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 



facsimile to (703) 872-9306 the enclosed Amendment 
lliam D. Hutton, Jr. on May 19, 2004. 



John J. Dtesch, Esq. 
Registration No. 46,672 



Sean M. McGinn, Esq. 
Registration No. 34,386 
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